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Clergy and Laity, 5 
in + Laan in "a apart one Hour of every 85 JF 
Week, for Prayer and e during the 1 
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| preſent troubleſome Times. V 


- 
: - 
: " * r + > ; . - 0 
„ a ö | 
* * 5 w » * > E 
- = % * {4 
19 —— PR. 
" * — o os 7 " * 
. © 4 | 7 . 
” - 5 2 I 4 MR 5 
a2 he. 0 FRY — 4 * ** 8 * - 4 p 
_ — — — * —— 4 / 4 26 as * 
— * 5 __ p _ L 
= v1 85 2 * 4 4 2 
- ; 4 l - 8 5 D . £ 
* 


. 
id . 


Call upon me in the. Day af Trouble, 
J will deliver thee, and thou halt 
gloria me. Pian L 15. 
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i. JN the beginning of the laſt war Providence 
ſeemed to' take part with our enemies. We 
wanted unanimity in our public countils, and 
poor" in our public meaſures. One miſcarriage 
followed another. Our national courage ceaſed 
to exert itſelf, and a general dejeftion of ſpirits 
enſued. At this time ſeveral clergymen of the 
 eftabliſhed church agreed to meet at the throne 
of grace on the Lord's-day. * The ſubjef 
their joint prayers was to aſt the bleſſing of 
God upon our public. councils, our fleets, and 
our armies. . They were ſoon joined by a great 


number of the laity in moſt parts of the king- oY 


dom. Afterwards ſeveral praying ſocieties mere 
formed for the ſame purpoſe in Germany, and 
eſpecially in Hanover. Ju the ſpirit of prayer 
and ſupplication they humbled - themſetves before 
the Lord: they ſought ſuccg/s at his hands, and 
be was gracious to their requeſts; he ſent vilory 
after victary, until our enemies were willing 
to be at peace, and then they gave him unfeign- 
ed thanks, and Ng al the glory to bis 
goodneſs" and power.” 

2. The — upon which they then afted i 
avere theſe. They believed iu the being of 
God, the Lord and N all worlds, They 
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1 . his Providence over bis works ; 
fer be dieth according to bis will in the 
army ef braven, and among the inhabitants of = i 
the earth. His kingdom ruleth over all, every 4 
perſon and every thing; And none can lay his 
band, or ſay unto him, What doeft thou? 
3. They believed alſo, that in the courſe of 
his Providence, be. afts by an infinitely Wiſe 
rule, which he has made known to us in the 
holy ſcriptures. - He is the almi ighty Creator, ; 
and ſovereign Lord of mankind, and be bas 
given them a law, which is holy, juſt, and good. 
Every tittle of it is not only for his. glory, but 
40% for their profit. He has ſecured obedience 
to it by promiſes and threatenings, neither of 
which can fail. His word cannot be broken, 
either to the obedient or diſobedient. Accord- 1 
ing to bis revealed will his love infallibiy fol- 6 
lows the one, and his juſtice the otber. 
4. This is true of ſocteties, as well as of 
te perſons. Sin is alike the trauſgrefſion © 
of the law, and acjerves in many or in few the 
threatened puniſhment; but according to be 
aumber, it becomes more Ppeiſonous: becauſe it 
fpreads its infection by example. When the 
„ muititude agree to do evil, the reſtraint of 
ſhame is taken off. If the times ſhould favor 
them through much luxury, and great licentiouſ- 
ne, they harden ane another in fin. Then 
general di WY: tpation and falſe pleaſure take poſ- 
' ſeſſion of the heart. Theſe hinder the mind 
from being cultivated with any profitable knows 
edge. The ſound principles of religion become 
| neglected, 


neplefied, and as theſe ow: out "of Faſhions” © Bs: 
immoral practices muſt prevail. The autbo- 
rity of God is caſt off: Lis 8 hs fabbaths, © 
- his ordinances, are firſt" di iſuſed, and then by © 
degrees deſpiſed. Thus infidelity gets deeper 
root, and immerality, which is its natural fruit, 
| become luxuriant. The reſtraint of the divine 


law being taken away, human laws lofe their 


farce upon the conſcience : for when We fear 
| of God is gone, there is no motive left ſufficient 
10 influence the heart or conduct; men will - 
then venture to fin without any ſenſe of danger, 
even of death itſelf. And when national fin is 


come to this height, God has declared in his 


word, and... by the conſtant courſe of | his provi- 


dence has made it manifeſt, that be will in- 


terpoſe to maintain the honour of his law and Ty 
government. When men have thus deeply 
corrupted themſelves, he will remember their 
iniquity, he will viſit their fins: © Shall I nat. 


& wifit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall 


cc not my ſoul be avenged on N00 8 nation as 
ec / His 9. n 

8 Iden. God ariſes to vindicate Sis * 
rity, be is never at à loſs for means. All © 
creatures are ready 10 execute bis judgments, 
iobich are the more fearful, becauſe in bis 


hands, irreſiſtible. Among them war 1s one 


of the moſt ſevere and deſolating.: it is one of 
the fore viſitations of God, as Ezek. xiv. 21. 
which does not come by chance, but by his com- 


maud and be ſends. it, Amos ix. 4. to ple 24 


his controverſy. It is the juſt appointment of 


A 3 


Dit p 


3 
revidence to vindicate his Voten law, 
and his deſpiſed government. It is bis wife in- 
terpaſition, either to correct for thoſe - - things, 
or . to deſtroy. When it is the loving rod of 
correttion, it humbles: it brings the py 5 upon 
his knees; he repents, de turns from the error 
of . bis Ways, an 4 is reformed by the vifitation. 
When it comes lo puniſh, he gives warning 


before the blow ; but the people fin on, they fear. 
wot the feword, nor him who ſent it: then if, 


indicates the righteous quarrel ' of the Lord. 
upen imperitent © ſinners. It firikes at every: 
thing truly valuable, liberty, property, yea life 
itfelf. This ſcourge is now ſent, and felt; ſent 

by the divine Providence, and felt, yea ſorely 
complained of, but not as it ſhould be; not with. 


«. ſubmiſſion to the - juſtice of the viſitation, but 


with murmuring ; not with turning from fin, 
but with returning to it with more hardineſs and 


greater greedineſs. 


6. This was our ſuuation when we entered upon 
the war in 1756. Conſidering ourſeives as 
Chriſtian miniſters, we ſaw our duty, and what 
art it became us to act, as good citizens, We . 
had read the promiſes of God made to thoſe, 
who at ſuch times ſeck his help, and implore © 
his Bleſſing. We had feen thoſe promiſes ful- 

led: wwe in earneft purſued the means of his 
own appointing, and we met with the defired . 
end: he humbled us at his foolſtool; we aſked 
Fardon for our national departure from the 
* God; we 1 on mercy through 

Cyriſt; 


1 4 1 


chest and be beard ron be anfeqered prayer, © The. 


and „. 


e uſe the ſame means is now again row | 


A. 1 5 1778.0) the ſame occaſion. calls 
fer it, and tue have the ſame encouragement. ' The 
promiſes, and the. examples in ſeripture, war- 
rant us to expect the ſame ſucceſs. May the” - 
Spirit of grace and ſupplication be poured out _ 
abundantly upon miniſters, and peoples that mul- - 


 Filudes may uſe. the means, until God. ſend us a 1. 


bleſſed iſle: yea, may he turn to us in mercy, 
and turn us as a' people unto bimfelf, with re. 


pentance and faith. The cloud may be dart | 
which hangs over our heads; it may threaten 'a a 


dſtroying form; it may ſpread -blacker, and look 
more dreadful: yet prayer can pierce throu gh 
the cloud; the prayer of faith can gain admhit- 
tance into his preſence, who has his way in the 
whirlwind, and who pręſides over the form. 
The effettual fervent prayer of the righteous: 

was heard; the cloud was diſperſed, and the 
face of the beavens again, ſerene and peaceful. 
O for another army of fuch ſupplicants! What © 

cannot they do! calling for, and truſting to, 
the help of the Almighty? This is our ſpiritual. 

armour, and more uſeful than the arm of fleſh : - 
may as many uſe the one, as uſe the other. And 
now the boſt is gone forth againſt the enemy, 
may 'we at home follow them and aid them with 
our prayers, never ceaſing, until God reſtore 
peace to the earth, and good will between us. and 
all our public enemies. 


1 The 


vil 1 | 
-The following little tra was made very e! 

in all the former wars from the year 17 56, and bas 
gone through a great number of editions. I have 
been called upon by Some perſons, on whoſe judg- 
ment J depend, to reprint it; in hopes the ſame 
' = bleſſing may attend it. How greatly is it to be 
wiſned, that it may ftir up thouſands to bumble 
tbemſeves under the mighty hand of God, and to 
ſeek his help in this time of need. If we do it in 
earneſt, we need not deſpair. The ſame means 
will bring about the ſame end. May wwe uſe the 
means, and ay an, til God ſhall bear and « an- 

fwer., 
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An earneſt Invitation, &c. 


v My Chriſtian Brother, 3 


8 OD has declared, that when: a es fins 
againſt him by | treſpaſſing grievouſſy, 


then he will ſtretch out his hand upon it, and 


viſit it with his four fore judgments, the ſword, 
the famine, the noiſome beait, and the peſti-- 


lence. Thefe he ſends to puniſh the land for 
its grievous treſpaſſes. He has viſited us with 


ſome of his ſore judgments, and therefore our 
land has“ treſpaſſed grievouſly. And if we 
continue to provoke him, and refuſe to receive 
correction, he will continue theſe puniſhments 
and it is to be feared, if we remain hardened 


and impenitent under them, he will at laſt give | 


us over to the deſtroyer. 

The preſent circumſtances of our public af- 
fairs are exceedingly awful and alarming. Our 
danger is confeſſedly great. Our enemies are 
many and mighty, and our numerous fins are in 


their intereſt. Every fin helps them to deſtroy 


us; and God has heen thus far on our enemies 


ſide. - He has been by them puniſhing our ſins, 


and yet with a ſtrange infatuation we fin on ſe- 
curely, as if we did not apprehend, that conti- 
nuance in fin would certainly caufe the conti- 
nuance of our calamities. And. dreadful it is 


to ſee how ineffectual all the former judgments. 
have been to reform us. Still- our people re- 


ſuſo to deny themſelves their diverſions and 
AS their 
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come, when without any reformation at home, 


fight againſt us with his almighty power. 


great; we have many ſweet promiſes in ſcripture 


'« And if thy x ople ae! be put to the worſe 
* before the enemy, becauſe they have ſinned 
« againſt thee, and ſhall return and confeſs thy 
« fore thee in this houſe, then hear thou from 


tt ple.” There never was an inſtance wherein 


fierce anger. If they called upon him in the day 
of trouble, he heard and anſwered. If they 
t their truſt in him, he maintained their cauſe. 


from the conſideration of our danger, and ſeeing 
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their vices. And the ſeaſon of he BY Y 


we are going to ſend out our fleets and armies. 
againſt our enemies abroad, vainly flattering 
ourſelves with hopes of ſucceſs, while our fins - 
ſet God at defiance, and make him continue to 


If then our people have not been reclaimed by - 
| paſt judgments, and conſequently greater mult - 
be expected. What is to be done? What can 
true believers do, but uſe their intereſt with God 
in prayer? we have no other expedient left. If 
our people won't plead with God for themſelves, 
let us plead for them. Our encouragement is 


to rely upon. There is one in Solomon's prayer 
which ſuits our caſe exactly (2 Chron. vi. 24, 25, 


; * 
c * 


* name, and pray, and make ſupplication be- 


the heavens, and forgive the fins of thy peo- 


God acted contrary to the method here men- 
tioned. Whenever a people turned to him and 
confefled their fins, he turned away from his. 


Several miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church 


no * more effectual than prayer and ſup- 


8 bare dat: to 
Lord's-Day in this holy exerciſe. They have 
choſen this day, partly for the ſake of the day: 

itſelf, being a day ſacred to religion, and becauſe. . - 
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they wanted to have the joint prayers of thoſe 


perſons, who might be hindered: on other days,, 


but who were now entirely free from worldly: 


avyocations: and they have choſen to ſpend from 


eight to nine o clock in the evening, becauſe it is- 


the time that could be beſt ſpared from the du- 
ties of the day, and becauſe after attending upon 

public worſhip, the mind would be better diſ- 

poſed for private worſhip—prayer and the word? 


and the ſacraments having put the ſoul into a. 


proper frame to humble itſelf before God, firit- 
for its own ſins, and then for the ſins of the nation. 


We earneſtly requeſt our brethren of the eſta- 
bliſhed church, and all our fellow- Chriſtians to 


Join with us in this religious deſign. It is a ſea- 


ſonable, and a pious requeſt that we make: and 
we hope no perſon, who has the ſpirit of prayer, 


and who is a lover of the proteſtant religion, and 
of our eſtabliſhment, will be prevented by any 
flothful or needleſs excuſe; from offering up his 


petitions along with ours at the appointed hour; 


but that all the faithful ſervants of God in every 
part of the land will be at the ſame time, as one 


congregation, preſenting their prayers before 


the throne of grace, Oh how much to be de- 
fired, how good and joyful a thing: would it 


eee 


2 


be, to ſee brethren thus praying together in 


unity. May God put it into the hearts both f 
miniſters and people thus to pray in ſweet agtee- 
A 


6 | ment,, 
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"INE ment, at orie time, and with one heart, until Gad 
hear and anſwer, and deliver this church and 
kingdom out of their dangers and troubles. 
The firſt part of theduty, which is incumbent 
upon us at this time, conſiſts in humbling our- 
ſelves before God, under a deep ſenſe of thoſe 
ſins which have provoked him to ſend down ſo 
many heavy judgments upon our land, in con- 
feſſing thoſe ſins with a godly ſorrow, and in 
turning from them with a repentance not to be 
repented of. And that we may all be ſtirred 
up to a due diſcharge of this * we ſhould be 
fully perſuaded that our public calamities come 
from our ſins. - God is angry at nothing bur fin. | 
Evgry man therefore ſhould look into his own = + | 
heart, and ſee what great reaſon God has to be 
angry with him, and accordingly to humble _ $ 


A 
* 


himſelf under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may pardon him and exalt him in due time. 
I Let each of us then at the appointed hour re- 
tire from the world, and in the preſence, and 
before the footſtool of the fovereign Creator and 1 
Redeemer,- examine what grounds and reaſons 
we have for deep humiliation. And | 
Firſt, We have great reaſon to mourn and be | 
afflicted before him for the ſinfulneſs of our na- | 
ture, which is the fruitful ur of all our actual | 
fins. We have corrupted ourſelves in every fa- | 
culty of ſoul and body; and the ſight and feel- | 
ing of this corruption ſhould give us the moſt 
humbling views of our ſinful, loſt, and helpleſs - 
condition : for by this fault and corruption of 
nature, every man naturally engendered of the 


off pring 


* 


offspring of Adam is not only far gone from 


original righteouſneſs, and of his own nature 


inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſn luſteth always | 


contrary to the ſpirit, but alſo deſerveth God's 
wrath and damnation. How can we believe 


- ourſelves to be thus conceived and born in fin; 


thus by nature the children of God's wrath, and 

not be deeply humbled ? What can be matter 
of greater humiliation, than to conſider how 

low we are fallen, that we have loſt originak 
righteouſneſs, have loſt the image of God, 
have loſt his love, and favour, and grace, and 
have loſt all hope, as to any thing we can do, 
of his glory? Let us then begin with lamenting 


the ſinfulneſs of our nature, which is the ſoun- 


tain of all ſin. Let us beg of God to cleanſe 
it by the blood of Jeſus, and to renew us daily 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, that we may 
put off the finful nature, the old man with his 
deeds, and may put on the new man which after 
God is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
Secondly, We have great reaſon to be hum- 
bled for he ſinfulneſs of our lives. God requires 
nothing of us, but what is for his glory, and 
for our happineſs. His law is holy, juſt, and 
good; but how often have we broken it, in 
thought, word, and deed—how preſumptu- 
ouſly after how many ſolemn vows and reſo- 
lutions— againft the light of conſcience— 
againſt the e light of the goſpel—ungratefully, 
after receiving numerous mercies—hardened- 
in ſin, after being vifited with heavy judg- 
me * us Is not 12 88 in goes - 
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lives, and remember, wherein we have particu- 


c 
* 


of omiſſion, with the aggravating circumſtances- 


Jurious the leaſt of theſe things was to the glory: 


cc of God,” we have robbed him af his glory. 
Now it is our duty, as Chiittians,, to live to the 
glory of God, and to have a ſingle eye to his 
glory, even in the common affairs of life, when 


eye to God's glory? Oh guilty, guilty, muſt 
we all plead to this charge; with ſhame and: 
confuſion of face muſt we confeſs, that we have 
not ſpent all our lives to God's glory! ſeldom: 
have we had an eye to it; and when. we had, 
very rarely have we indeed promoted it. And: 


our ſinful nature, and ef our ſinful lives. 


wickedneſs humble us ſtil lower before God. 
Chriſtianity is the religion profefled in this. 
courtry, Ours is a reformed church. We are 
a. free people. God continues to us the light: 
of his goſpel. We have his word and his ordi- 
nances, and all the: bleflings of the eſtabliſh- 
ment. We are highly favoured above all the 
nations on the earth. Now to whom much is. 
a given, 


* 


theſe: reſpects ? Let us look back upon our paſs - 


larly. offended. - Let us recollect our fins / of 
commiſſion againſt God's holy law, and our ſins 


attending them; and then, conſidering how in- 
of God, let us be humbled to the very duſt: For 


the ſcripture is clear, and expreſ, * that we 
cc have all ſinned and come ſhort of the glory 


we eat or drink, or whatever we do. Have we 
then at all times, and in all things, had a ſingle 


after we have thus taken an humbling view of 


Thirdly, Let the conſideration. of our nationał 


n. 15 


given, of them men always. require the more 0 | 
and fo. does God: He re equires more of the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, than of the iggorant 


heathen. But do we make him mort returns 
of love and obedience, than .they. do? Look 


around the kingdom, and judge. You will, 


find in ſeveral parts of this land, as great igno- 
rance of the life and power of Chriſtianity, as in 

the deferts. of Africa. What diſtant corner of 
the kingdom has not heard the blaſpheming 
tongue ſpeaking treaſon againſt God our Sa- 


viour? And where is the happy village free 


from open and ſcandalous immoralities ? Here 
is our condemnation, that light is come into the 


world, and ſhines among us, and yet we love 
darkneſs rather than light. This makes our 


ſins exceeding ſinful, that Chriſt came to deſtroy 


the works of the devil, and yet they abound 
among us. To repeat theſe works ww. name , 
would be tirefome ; to aggravate them is im- 
poſſible. Open your eyes, you ſee them cg. . 
vering our land like a deluge. Open your ears, 


you can ſcarce. hear any thing, but curſing, . 


lying, and evil ſpeaking. . Go where you will, 
you meet with {in at noon day. It. has thrown - - 
off reſtraint, and is not afraid to appear without 


a maſk, Yea, fins abominable to nature are 


heard of in our land, and there are too many 
men among us, who refuſe to believe, that 8 
ever rained down fire and brimſtone from hea- 


ven, and miraculouſly deſtroyed certain horrible 


monſters of fin. Stop, and conſider, whether 


tale things be ſo. "I they be, haye we not 


1 Fog great 


— 


| EN ö 
great reaſon for humiliation ? Ought we not to 
be humbled for our national wickedneſs, and ſtill 
more humbled, for that having ſo many means 
of reformation, graciouſly vouchſafed to us, we 
not only continue wicked, but alſo are hard- 
ened, and thereby grow worſe and worſe. + 
While we are thus mourning for the wicked- 
neſs of our people, let us never forget, that we 
ourſelves are part of the people, and that our 
ſinfulneſs has made a large addition to the na- 
tional guilt. Let us never loſe /fight of this 
conſideration, leſt we ſhould find matter for 
cenforiouſneſs, where we only want matter of .* | 
humihation. The ſight of our fins, as part of 
the ſins of the nation, will ſerve to keep us in 
a proper frame to profit from the 
Fourth humbling circumſtance we have to : 
mention, namely, that God is now viſiting 
us for our public fins. This is the ſcope and 
deſign of his preſent judgments, and ſhall we 
not be humbled under his almighty hand? He x 
has ſhewn himſelf offended at our fins, and has 
chaſtiſed us for them as a nation. Hereby he 
would teach us this uſeful leffon, that we ſhould 
turn to him with a national repentance, if we 
hope to be pardoned and faved, If we now 
humble ourſelves before him, his former chaſ- 
tiſements will be turned into bleſſings : But if 
after being often chaſtiſcd, we refuſe to glorify 
him by our humiliation, he will certainly be 
glorified in our deſtruction. If the rod of his 
mercy does not humble us, the ſcourge of his. 
__—_ ſhall deitroy us, Humbled we have not 
6 SETS — 
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been [by any of God's paſt e therefore 
we have reaſon to fear greater: for if bei 


chaſtiſed for ſin, we nevertheleſs will not leave 
it, what can we expect, but to be cut off in our 


ſins? This has been the conſtant method of 


God's providence, in his dealings with private 


perſons, as well as with public communities. 
Fearful is that ſentence which is already gone 
out of the Lord's mouth Oh that it may 
ſtrike fear into every careleſs ſinner, who hears 


it, © He that being often reproved, hardeneth* 


« his neck, ſhall faddenly be deſtroyed, and 
« that without remedy.“ Prov. xxix. 1. We 


have often been reproved, and yet we have 


hardened our necks, what then ſhould hinder 


ſudden deſtruction from coming upon us, and 


that without remedy ? Let this awful conſidera- 
tion ſtir us up to plead earneſtly with God for 
the hardneſs of the people's hearts. Let us be 
deeply humbled for thoſe obſtinate ſinners, who 
refuſe to be, humbled for themſelves, and let 
us beg of God to ſpare them. Spare thy peo- 
ple, ö Lord, ſpare them, and give not thine 


heritage over to reproach. 


Let us. lay all theſe things together, 1 ſee 
whether there be not matter enough for the 
deepeſt humiliation. We are altogether ſinful 
in nature, ſinful in life, a country profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, and yet abounding with ſin, and 
hardened in it at this very time, when God is 
chaſtiſing and puniſhing us for our ſins. He 
has given us, during this unſucceſsful war, ſome 
ſevere chaſtiſements, but they have-not brought 

us 


4; has ſhewn us 


FF us CY by 
us to a "IEEE [20'S of ourſelves, and therefore | 
ve may expect they will be more ſevere. God. 
| us plainly, that he is not on our 
| fide, and we have felt his diſpleaſure, but we 
are not humbled under it. Without 3 3 

tion he will continue to fight againſt us, and 
what calamity is there ſo great, which we may 
not then 3j ally apprehend ? What ſucceſs can 
we hope Ro our fleets and armies, if the Al- 
mighty go out againſt them? What is our ſecu- 
rity as an iſland, if he put it into the hearts of 
our enemies, and if he come with. them, to in- 
vade us? In this caſe how exceedingly. ſhould; 
we be alarmed to think, that our ſins may pro- 
voke God to join with our enemies, and to 
give them ſucceſs. Every thing dear and va- 
luable to Enghi/bmen and proteſtants would then 
be loſt. Heatheniſm and ſlavery would get 
poſſeſfon of our religion and liberties. While 
Gad threatens us with theſe calamities, he gives 
us time to pray againſt them. While they are 
at a diſtance prayer is our weapon, and God 
ſeems now to put it into our hands. O that we 
may uſe it aright to his glory, and to the pre- 
fervation of this chureh and kingdom. | 
My Chriſtian brother, after you have weighed- 
theſe things attentively, judge whether it be no: 
a ſeaſonable and a ſafe meafure, which we 
would perſuade you to take. And you will 
| take it, if you are indeed a friend to our pre- 
fent- happy eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate. 
Your love for them will put you upon doing 
every thing that lays in your power to 3 
em ; 
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_ themz-.and here you have a fair e © 
which 36,300: mghe. ule of, it cannot but do 


Pray for them at Ben. appointed hour. Deter- 
mine through God's affiſtance, that nothing. 1 
mall hinder you from joining us. Break 
through all engagements, all hindrances to 
meet the Lord's people at the throne of grace. 
And for your encouragement remember, that 
he who ſitteth upon the throne is the God 
who heareth prayer, and who has invited you 

to call upon him in the day of trouble: So will 
I hear thee, ſays he, and thou ſhalt glorify me.” 
Tf it has pleaſed God to put it into the Ne 
of any perſon. who reads theſe few lines, to 
make part of this praying congregation, and = 


you ſervice, and may be a bleffing to ther. A 


is at a loſs to know particularly what he ſhould, 2 


| aſk of God]; let him firſt beg of the father of 
mercies to give him the ſpirit of prayer and ſup- ) 
plication, that he may offer up his petitions ac- 
ceptably through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And 
then let him requeſt the grace of humiliation, , 

that he may be truly and deeply affected with 
the four particulars before mentioned. Let him 
pray to God to give him ſtill more humbling 
views of his ſinful nature, and to bring to his 
remembrance his ſinful life, with the ſinfulneſs 
of his ſins, that ſeeing himſelf to be nothing but 
vile and ſinful duſt and aſhes, he may be dif- 
poſed to mourn for his own fins, and then for 
the crying ſins of this guilty land, and for the 
hardneſs and impenitency of our people's hearts, 


* which the heavy judgments of God. have 
as 


as yet Made no impre on And then ler him 
"implore mercy firſt for himſelf, and afterwards 
for the nation, through the atoning blood of 
the Lamb of God. Earneſtly let him plead 
with the Father, that for the ſake of his dear 
Son he would give us grace to turn from our 
fins by true repentance, that iniquity may not 
be our ruin. And although the paſt judg- 
ments have not reclaimed us, yet let him pray 
the more fervently for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, that his grace may be poured out abun- 
dantly upon us to ſhew us the error of our 
ways, and to revive the ſpirit and power of 
Chriſtianity, that we may receive Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord as our Saviour, by the merits of whoſe | 
moſt precious blood we may be ſaved from 
the guilt and puniſhment of fin, and by whoſe 
almighty grace we may alſo be ſaved from the 
_ dominion of fin, that being thus delivered by 
him from the hands of our enemies, we may 
ſerve God without fear, in holineſs. and righ- 
teouſneſs before him all the days of our life. 
In theſe our requeſts let us never forget to 
pray for the preſervation of the proteſtant 
church, and all its members throughout Eu- 
rope, and eſpecially for the peace of our eſta- 
bliſned church, and for all orders and degrees 
of its miniſters, beſeeching God to give them 
his grace and heavenly benediction, that both 
by their life and doctrine they may ſet forth 
his glory, and ſet forward the ſalvation of all 
men. And to the end there may never be 
wanting ſuch perſons 1 in the church, let us pray 
5 Or 


forall cd of Chriſtian edocation,” Wy 8 "i 


cially for the two Univerſities. May the Spitie 
ol wiſdom preſide over them, and water them 
- with the dew of his heavenly grace, that tbe 
youth educated: in them may come forth to the 
work of the Lord fitted with all proper grapes 
as well as gifts. - And ſince the haryeſt is now 


great, may the Lord of the harveſt ſend forth | 


more of his own labourers. . 
May the God of love diſpoſe us alſo to pray ä 
fervently for all the proteſtant diſſenting con- 
gregations, which love the Lord Jeſus in ſin- 
cerity. May he ſhed that love abroad in all 
our ſouls, which alone can effectually free, us 
from party ſpirit. And may he thus reconcile 
our hearts to them, and theirs to us. Oh that we 
may ſee an end of thoſe bitter diſputes, which 
have fo long diſturbed the peace, and hindered | 
the union of proteſtants: and may there be 
only this one holy contention between us, whe- 
ther the miniſters out of the eſtabliſhment, ' or 
we in it, ſhall labour moſt for the glory of our 
common Lord, and for the. falvation of thoſe 
ſouls for whom he ſhed his blood. | 
And as the hearts of kings are in the hand 
of God, we muſt pray him to direct the heart 
of our gracieus ſovereign lord king George, to 
do what will be for the glory of God, and for 
the good of his people, beſeeching the N 
to enrich him with every temporal, and wi 
every ſpiritual bleſſing, until de Place . 


his head a crown of eternal glory. 
I us alſo pray for the * for the prinee 
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1 of Watts, and for all the royal family, tha G84 
would endue them with his H6ly' Spirit, and 
| enrich them with his heav 
would proſper them with all 1 and 
Drin them to his everlaſting ki! . 

8 And let us deſire the ſpirit « ſom 00 M. 
rect both houſes of parliament, all che King's 
ecounſellors, and judges, and all the magiſtrates 
throughout the kingdom, and to enable them 
faichfülly to diſcharge the great truſt repoſed in 
I them, for the puniſhment of wickedneſs and 
IJ vice, and for the maintenance of God's true re- 
* ligion and virtue. 

Let us beg of God now to go forth with 
our fleets and armies, and to give them ſucceſs 
againſt our enemies in this war, in which 
we are engaged. And let us pray him to bleſs 
our: officers, and ſoldiers, and ſailors, and to 
protect them in all dangers, and to cover their 
heads in the day of battle. And let us earneſtly 
and heartily pray for their reformation, and alſo 
for a reformation at home, without which we 
cannot expect ſueceſs from our arms abroad. 
May the Spirit of the living God work upon the 
-hardened hearts of our people, and ſoſten them 
-by his grace, that they may ſee the error of 
their ways, and cry for merey before it be too 
late, and may they find it through the atoning 

blood of the Lamb of God. Oh that there may 
be a general turning to the Lord, and may our 
eyes live to ſee it. Amen. So be it, Lord Jeſus. 
| Theſe ſhort hints may be enlarged and im- 
proved, as time and occaſion ſhall offer. My 
3 3 Chriſtian 


ff 


enly grace, that he : 


% 


Chriſtian nk... may the Spirit of of the «ing | 
God direct thee, how to enlarge and to improve 


them. And after thou haſt once begun, and | 


* haſt ſpent ſome evenings of the Lord's day in 


this devout exerciſe, be upon thy guard, et 


thou ſhouldſt be tempted to leave it off. Never 
be tired of ſuch a good work. Pray for the 


ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, and carry thy 


prayers into practice. The more chou pra yeſt, 
the more will God make thee 30 In in the 


exerciſe of prayer. Go on in his Krength, and 


perſevere. Hold on thy ſuit, and wait upon the 


Lord our God, until he have mercy upon us. 


Be not weary.of ; joining with us, and in God's 

due time thou haſt his promiſe, © thou ſhalt 
< reap, if thou faint not.” Lord, grant none of 
us, who ſet out well, may faint, until we who 
fow our prayers, and they who reap the fruit of _ 
them, may rejoice together, here in the peace and 
reformation of our land, and hereafter through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord in eternal glory. Amen. 


— 


THE END. 
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